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Contact:   Ms. Andrea Lyons, Impact Group Communications, 330-655-6903, alyons@igpr.com   
    

Believe in Ohio Announces Locations and Dates of Fall 2016 
Commercialization and Entrepreneurship STEM Forums 

 

Twelve Ohio colleges and universities invite teachers and students to attend Forums on their campuses 
  

Columbus (September 15, 2016) ... The Believe in Ohio program today announced the dates and locations of 

twelve Commercialization and Entrepreneurship STEM Forums to be held during the fall of 2016 across Ohio.  The 
following colleges and universities, in collaboration with Believe in Ohio, invite Ohio high school and middle 

school students (grades 7 and 8) to their campuses where they will learn how innovation is creating the future: 
 

 

 The Ohio State University (October 25) 

 The University of Toledo (October 27) 

 Youngstown State University (November 1) 

 Hiram College (November 3) 

 The Ohio State University OARDC (November 8)  

 Lorain County Community College (November 9) 
 

 

 John Carroll University (November 14) 

 Kent State University (November 15) 

 Cleveland State University (November 22) 

 Kent State Tuscarawas campus (December 1) 

 The University of Cincinnati (December 6 

 Wright State University (December 8) 
  

Believe in Ohio is a program of The Ohio Academy of Science and Entrepreneurial Engagement Ohio that was 
developed and is managed collaboratively between the two non-profit organizations. Together, these two 
organizations are teaching students about the linkage between STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Math) 
and entrepreneurship, which traditionally have been viewed as separate disciplines. These disciplines are the key 
elements to foster innovation and job creation in the 21st Century.  
 

“Attending students will participate in an extraordinary program that will open their eyes to the future, inspire 

them to ‘think outside the box’, and provide an opportunity to interact with entrepreneurial STEM researchers 
and practitioners who will discuss how their ideas and visions can shape the future,” stated Believe in Ohio Co-

Director, Mike Woytek.  “Students working in teams will then ‘pitch’ their innovative new product and problem 

solving solutions to their peers”, continued Woytek.  
 

“Each Forum will begin at 9:30 am and end at 1:00 pm, with students attending as part of a teacher or parent 

chaperoned group,” said Believe in Ohio Co-Director, John Klipfell.  “As capacity at each venue is limited, 

registrations will be accepted as space is available. Transportation subsidies are available on a first-come first-

served basis to schools that bring 15 or more students,” added Klipfell.   
 

While speaker names and bios at each Forum will be published a few weeks before each event, teachers and 

students can view more than 70 videos from speakers at similar Forums held during 2014 and 2015 at the 
following link:  http://www.ohioinnovates.org/sites/2016course/regionalsites/commoncourse2016/oid2016.html  
 

Those wishing to register to attend a Forum may do so at:  http://www.believeinohio.org/forum-signup  
 

To find out more about the Believe in Ohio program, visit www.BelieveinOhio.org  or call 614-914-5095.  
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About the Believe in Ohio program: 
 

Believe in Ohio is a comprehensive, free program developed by The Ohio Academy of Science and Entrepreneurial  

Engagement Ohio with the support of the Ohio Department of Higher Education and the 130th Ohio General 

Assembly that helps high school and middle school students prepare for the future.  The program helps prepare 

students to become “competitors” in Ohio's innovation economy and to be part of Ohio's next generation of 
innovators who will create the new product services and jobs of the future through the application of science, 

technology, engineering, and mathematics.    (STEM + Entrepreneurship = Innovation = Jobs = Prosperity)  
 

The Believe in Ohio program has three principal objectives: 
 

1. Help students understand the challenge and opportunity the future presents for them and how to prepare for 
it through STEM forums, virtual field trips and online courses into Ohio's Innovation Economy. 

 

2. Help students understand the importance of a STEM education and an entrepreneurial mindset to become 
competitors in Ohio's Innovation Economy through engagement with STEM & entrepreneurial experts and 
mentors, and participation in STEM Commercialization & Business Plan competitions. 
 

3. Inspire students to “Believe in Ohio” and pursue their education and careers in Ohio by introducing them to 
Ohio's robust R&D and entrepreneurial ecosystem that offers great opportunities to create the future. 
 

During Believe in Ohio’s first two school years (2014-2015 and 2015-2016): 
 

• More than 4,000 students, teachers & guests attended one of 15 STEM Forums held throughout the state. 
 

• More than 70 leading Ohio STEM researchers & practitioners spoke at the 2014 and 2015 Forums about their 
visions of the future, with their presentations videoed for those who were not able to attend. 

 

• More than 300 teachers from more than 150 schools, including more than 10,000 students, participated in 
Believe in Ohio’s STEM Commercialization Plan and STEM Business Plan competitions at their schools. 

 

•  More than $1.5 million in cash awards and scholarships to Ohio colleges and universities and more than 
$300,000 in teacher support grants were awarded. 
 

For more information, visit the website at www.BelieveInOhio.org or call Believe in Ohio at 614-914-5095.  
  
About The Ohio Academy of Science:  

Since 1891, The Ohio Academy of Science has been promoting science and science education in Ohio as a 

membership based, volunteer-driven, not-for-profit organization. In addition to its pre-college student programs 

(Believe in Ohio, State Science Day, and Invention Convention), the Academy conducts an annual meeting which 

brings together scientists and students from all disciplines across the state and publishes an international, 

multidisciplinary, scientific journal.  www.ohiosci.org   
 

About Entrepreneurial Engagement Ohio:  

Entrepreneurial Engagement Ohio (EEO) is a 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Corporation formed for the educational and 
charitable purpose of promoting student and community awareness as to the challenges and opportunities the 

changing regional, national and global economies present for the future.  It provides educational instruction, 
curriculum, mentoring and other information that help develop the entrepreneurial, economic, business, and 

scientific literacy of students and the community that will be needed for the 21st Century.   www.EEOhio.org      
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